Arecoline-associated changes in open-field behavior following swim stress in the rat. A possible relationship to water temperature.
The rat exhibits a reduction in movement in an open field following a 14-day course of forced swim stress at 12 degrees C. The decrease in movement is greater in rats receiving arecoline relative to those receiving saline prior to placement in the open field. The authors report that when water temperature is increased to 20 degrees, there is a categorical difference in the results. The saline control group exhibits a rise and the arecoline group no change in crossings.